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A 66-year-old woman presented with a chief complaint of nasal congestion in the setting of chronic sinusitis. Anterior rhinoscopy revealed a septal deviation and mildly hypertrophied inferior turbinates. Nasal endoscopy detected a small "punched-out" lesion in the anterior cartil aginou s nasal septum on the left side (figure I). The patient was treated with cephalexin, but 3 weeks later the lesion remained unchanged.
The human vomeronasal organ (VNO) has long been a source of curious interest in the scientific literature .' Its discovery has long been attributed to the great Dutch anatomist Frederic Ruysch, who first illustrated the organ in the early 18th centu ry.' The first detailed histolo gic "accounts of the hum an VNO were publi shed in 1877 by the Swiss anatomist Rudolph Albert von Kolliker.' Interestingly, Ludwig Levin Jacobson, for whom the organ is named , described its existence onl y in animals (in 1811); he reported that the VNO did not exist in human s.' Vari- Grossly, the VNO appears as a shallow circ ular pit or depression on the anterior cartilaginous nasal septum. Its shape can be oval, circu lar, or irregular. 4 It can be unilateral (figure 1) or bilateral (figure 2). One recent stud y showed that bilatera lity was more common in males than in females." The size of the VNO ranges from 0.2 to 2 mrn.' It is situated in the anterior one-third of the nasal septum at a distance of 1.5 to 2 em dorsal to the columella and 0.5 to 1 em above the nasal floor.' The VNO can resemble a small ulcer or a punched-out lesion, and therefore it should not be confused with a septa l ulceration.'
Althoug h long believe d to be a vestigial olfactory organ of no clinical significance, recen t studies have raised questions about its possible role in pheromone comm unication among humans.s" Howe ver, evidence of such a role has not been supported by any clinical investigation.
